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Thurston Regional Trails Planning Survey

PURPOSE
To share the results of Regional Trails Planning Survey.
Summary:


TRPC conducted a countywide trail survey from February 1, to March 12, 2021, to
inform the Thurston Regional Trails Plan.



The online survey covered trail use, safety and security, planning priorities, what
people value about trails, and community engagement preferences.



1,201 people participated.



The results are summarized in the enclosed report.



Staff will present key findings to the Transportation Policy Board on April 14, 2021.
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Introduction
Purpose
Thurston Regional Planning Council (TRPC) conducted a countywide trail survey to inform the Thurston
Regional Trails Plan. This report summarizes the responses and presents the key findings.
The survey consisted of 14 questions that covered trail use, safety and security, planning priorities, what
people value about trails, and community engagement preferences. The survey included photographs
and maps, including a link to an interactive map that enabled respondents to explore the region’s trails
in greater detail. The survey also included eight demographic questions (see Appendix A: Survey Form).

Survey Tool
The survey was only offered online and published in English. TRPC offered language translation services
for community members who are not English proficient. The services were advertised both on TRPC.org
and on signs installed on the trails. No translation services were requested.

Survey Period
The Survey was officially open Monday,
February 1 through Friday, March 12, 2021.
However, responses were accepted through
the morning on Monday, March 15.

Total Responses
1,201 people participated in the survey.

Marketing and Distribution
TRPC branded the survey with the tagline,
“Connect. Explore. Move. How Do You
Trail?” It was promoted primarily through:
(1) TRPC’s website at TRPC.org; (2) Email
announcements to multiple agency
distribution lists and stakeholders; and (3)
Social media.
Social media play a major role in advertising
the survey. Approximately 14,262 unique
individuals saw TRPC’s trail survey posts in
their Facebook newsfeed. In addition, the
posts garnered 786 engagements. This
includes activities such as likes, comments,
shares, or clicks on the posts.
Seventy-five signs were installed at the onset
of the survey and remained in place until it
closed. A trail user could use the QR code to
access the survey through their smart phone.
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The signs included a link to the project website and staff
contact information. The signs were installed throughout
the county on the Chehalis Western, Karen Fraser
Woodland, Yelm Prairie Line, Yelm – Tenino, Ralph Munro,
and the Evergreen Parkway trails. They were installed on
shoulders at popular entry points such as trailheads, street
crossings, neighborhood access points, and parks adjacent
to the trails.
TRPC sent a news release to media organizations, but only
one outlet published information about the survey.

COVID-19
There were no trail closures or restrictions due to the
COVID-19 pandemic during the survey. The trail managing
agencies posted COVID safety precaution information
about social distancing and mask use at trail entry points.
A sparse number of survey respondents shared comments
referencing concerns about trail users’ compliance with
social distance and mask guidelines on the trails. Some individuals who normally use the trail may not
feel it is safe to do so during the pandemic. During field visits to the trails, TRPC staff observed most trail
users did not wear masks.

Who Took the Survey?
Respondent Demographics
Key Findings:
•
•

•
•
•
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Nearly 9 out of 10 respondents are white, non-Hispanic. People of color are under-represented
in the survey relative to their share of the county’s population.
North County residents are over-represented in the survey compared to the rural county
population. In general, trails within the north urban area experience significantly more use than
segments in the south rural portions of the county.
Nearly 9 out of 10 respondents have completed higher education. Over 47 percent have earned
a Master’s or higher degree.
Three out of five respondents are women.
Two-thirds of respondents are from middle to higher income households.

Connect. Explore. Move. How Do You Trail? Thurston Regional Trails Plan Survey Summary
Who responded to the
survey?
Race/Ethnicity†…
9/10 are white
Residence…
7/10 live in a city or town
9/10 have a Thurston County
ZIP code
Education
9/10 have a college
education
Household Income…
7/10 earned $75,000 or more
annually
Age…
7/10 were 40-69
Gender…
3/5 are women
Disability
1/20 have a disability
affecting how they use trails

Race/Ethnicity*…
2% American Indian & Alaska
Native
3% Asian
2% Black or African American
3% Hispanic or Latino
1% Native Hawaiian & Pacific
Islander
92% White
4% Other
Live…
70% live in a city or town
<1% live in a Tribal community
30% live outside a city, town, or
Tribal community
94% have a Thurston County ZIP
code
6% have a ZIP code outside of
Thurston County

Household Income…
10% earned less than $50,000
19% earned $50,000-74,999
71% earned $75,000 or more
Age…
1.3% 24 or younger
19.8% 25-39
31.6% 40-54
35.7% 55-69
11.7% 70 or older
Gender…
64% female
36% male
<1% non-binary
Disability affecting trail use
5% yes
95% no

Education
4% have a K-12 education
46% have a 2 or 4-year degree
47% have a Master’s degree or
higher
2% have trade school or military
training

*Respondents could choose more than one answer

Age: Comparing Survey Responses to the Thurston County
Population
Population*
Survey Responses

51%

38%

21%

67%
Under 40

40-69

70+

*Source: Washington State Office of Financial Management. Population estimate from 2020.
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Gender Identity: Comparing Survey Responses to the Thurston
County Population
Population*

51%

Survey Responses

49%
64%

36%
Female

Male

*Source: Washington State Office of Financial Management. OFM’s population estimates reports biological sex
rather than gender identity, so a direct comparison is not possible. Population estimate from 2020.

Race & Ethnicity: Comparing Survey Responses to the Thurston
County Population
Population*
Survey Responses

25%

75%

9%

91%
Person of Color**

White, Non-Hispanic

*Source: US Census Bureau, 2015-2019 American Community Survey.
**Person of color indicates the respondent identified as Hispanic of any race or any race other than white alone.

ZIP Codes: Comparing Survey Responses to ZIP Code Population
Population*

Survey Responses

82%

18%

88%

Lacey, Olympia, & Tumwater ZIP Codes

12%

South County Zip Codes

*Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2015-2019 American Community Survey

5

Connect. Explore. Move. How Do You Trail? Thurston Regional Trails Plan Survey Summary

Household Income: Comparing Survey Responses to the
Thurston County Population
Households*

34%

Survey Responses

10%

18%

48%

12%

70%
<$50,000

$50,000-$74,999

$75,000+

*Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2015-2019 American Community Survey

Survey Results
How do You Use Trails?
Question 1. Have you ever used a trail in the Thurston region, and if so, who do you typically use
it with? Select the response that most closely matches your experience.
Key Findings:
•
•

Most users typically visit trails with a companion.
Men are more likely to use a trail alone compared to women.

RESPONSE
I have not used a trail in the Thurston region
I typically use trails alone
I typically use trails with family
I typically use trails with friends
Other or comments (please explain)
Total Respondents

No Response

COUNT PERCENT
17
1%
316
26%
459
38%
256
21%
147
12%
1,195
100%
6
-

Using the Trail System
Male

39%

Female

60%

26%
0%

10%

72%
20%

30%
Not a trail user

6

40%

50%
Alone

60%

70%

With friends and family

80%

90%

100%
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Question 2. What are the primary reasons you now use or plan to use the region’s trails? Check
all that apply.
Key Findings:
•
•

Nearly all trail users report they use trails primarily for recreation or exercise.
Only 1 in 5 trail users report using trails for transportation purposes such as commuting to work,
school, or running errands.

RESPONSE
Exercise
Recreation/socialize/have-fun/spend time outdoors
Commute to work, school, or errands
Other or comments (please explain)
No Response
NOTE: Respondents could choose more than one response.

Total Respondents

COUNT PERCENT
978
97%
972
97%
203
20%
108
11%
1,005
196
-

Question 3. How do you typically get to and from the trail(s)?
Key Findings:
•
•

North county residents are more likely to bike to a trail than their south county counterparts.
Over half of trail users get to the trail by driving there.

RESPONSE
Bike
Bus
Car, truck, SUV, or motorcycle
Walk
Wheelchair or other personal mobility device
Other or comments (please explain)
Total Respondents

No Response

COUNT PERCENT
227
18.9%
1
0.1%
611
51.0%
254
21.2%
1
0.1%
104
8.7%
1,198
100.0%
3
-

How People Access Trails
South County Residents

10%

North County Residents

22%
0%
Bike

7

54%

10%

24%
49%

20%

30%

40%

Car, truck, SUV, or motorcycle

12%
21%

50%

60%

Walk

70%

80%

Other Mode

8%
90%

100%
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Question 4. How do you generally use or plan to use trail(s)? Check all that apply.
Key Findings:
•
•

Most people use trails to walk, ride a bike, or run/jog.
People who use electric assist bikes are still a very small portion of trail users.

RESPONSE
Walk
Ride a bicycle, tricycle, or other type of bike using my own power
Run/jog
Ride an electric assist bicycle or tricycle
Use skates, skateboard, or a stand-kick scooter using my own power
Ride a horse
Ride some form of electric powered skateboard, stand-kick scooter, or a selfbalancing device
Use wheelchair under my own power or with assistance from someone else
Ride some form of electric powered wheelchair or sit-down scooter
Other (please explain)
Total Respondents
No Response
NOTE: Respondents could choose more than one response.

COUNT PERCENT
954
80%
805
67%
379
32%
57
5%
60
5%
49
4%
12
1%
9
10
42
1,199
2

1%
1%
4%
-

Question 5. What "gets in your way" of using the trail closest to your home? Check all that apply.
Key Findings:
•
•

Nearly half of trail users report that nothing gets in their way of using the trail.
The biggest issues for trail users are the lack of safe and convenient routes from their
neighborhoods to the trail, trails being too far from their homes, and there are not enough safe
and convenient parking spaces.

RESPONSE
Nothing
No safe or convenient route from my neighborhood to the trail
Too far from my home
Not enough safe or convenient parking spaces
No safe route from the trail to my desired destinations (parks, schools,
workplace, shopping, libraries, health care, etc.)
Lack of signs and maps on the trail to help me navigate
I can’t find information or resources to plan my routes
Lack of accommodation for people with disabilities or mobility issues
Other or comments (please explain)
Total Respondents
No Response
NOTE: Respondents could choose more than one response.
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COUNT PERCENT
542
46%
258
22%
196
17%
181
15%
98
8%
58
49
20
254
1,181
20

5%
4%
2%
22%
-
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Question 5 Comments
Over 250 respondents submitted comments to this question. The 10 most frequent occurring themes
and the number of people who referenced them follows: (1) Concerns about homeless camps or
activities, 58; (2) General safety concerns, 49; (3) Lack of safe routes to trails, 44; (5) User conflicts, 21;
(6) COVID-19 safety concerns, 14; (7) Lack of restrooms, 12; (8) Lack of equestrian accommodations, 11;
(9) Weather, 6; and (10) Lack of vehicle parking, 5.

How Safe and Secure is the Trail System?
Question 6. Which of the following trail conditions have you experienced to be a cause for
concern for your safety or other people's safety? Check all that apply.
Key Findings:
•

•
•

The top three safety concerns among respondents are:
1. Other trail users not following rules or using trails in an unsafe manner
2. Irregularities in trail or bridge surfaces such as bumps, cracks, or crumbling pavement
3. Surface debris such as broken glass/litter, fallen branches, loose gravel, vegetation too
close to the trail, excess leaves during the fall and winter
One in four respondents reported no safety concerns.
Nearly one in three respondents indicates the greatest safety concern for respondents is other
trail users not following rules or using trails in an unsafe manner.

RESPONSE
No concerns
Other trail users not following rules or using trails in an unsafe manner
Irregularities in trail or bridge surfaces such as bumps, cracks, or crumbling
pavement

COUNT
286
354
292

PERCENT
25%
31%
26%

Surface debris such as broken glass/litter, fallen branches, loose gravel,
vegetation too close to the trail, excess leaves during the fall and winter
Hazardous trees/branches near or hanging over the trail
Unsafe trail crossing treatments/traffic control signs or pavement markings
where trails cross the roads

261

23%

107
154

9%
14%

Insufficient lighting at trailheads, trail intersections, or street crossings

168

15%

1,139
62

-

No Response
NOTE: Respondents could choose more than one response.

Total Respondents

Question 6 Comments
Over 380 respondents submitted comments to this question. The seven most frequent occurring themes
and the number of people who referenced them follows: (1) Concerns about homeless camps or
activities, 169; (2) General safety concerns 79; (3) User conflicts, 67, (4) Garbage or unsanitary
conditions, 44; (5) Alcohol or drug use, 33; (6) Trail conditions, 29; (7) Traffic issues, 21.
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Question 7. In terms of your personal safety and security, how confident do you feel using a
trail? Choose best response for each.
Key Findings:
•
•
•

Men are nine times more likely to feel fearless using a trail alone than their female counterparts.
One in five women will not use a trail alone.
One in four women feel fearless using a trail when they are with a companion.

RESPONSE

ALONE
Count
Percent
81
8%
395
37%
436
40%
151
14%
14
1%
1,077
100%

Fearless
Confident
A little concerned
No way
Not sure
Total responses

WITH COMPANION(S)
Count
Percent
313
28%
596
53%
190
17%
16
1%
11
1%
1,126
100%

Level of Confidence Using a Trail Alone
Male

18%

Female 2%
0%

56%
27%

10%

23%
51%

20%
Fearless

30%
Confident

40%

3%

20%

50%

60%

A little concerned

70%
No way

80%

90%

100%

Not sure

Level of Confidence Using a Trail with Companions
Male

34%

Female

25%
0%

10%

13%

55%
20%
Fearless

10

51%

30%
Confident

40%

50%

A little concerned

18%
60%

70%
No way

80%
Not sure

90%

1%
2%
100%
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Question 8. What activities would make you feel safer using a trail? Select top three.
Key Findings:
•

•

The Respondents overall top three responses (based on total responses for each option) are:
1. Periodic staff or volunteer trail patrols to monitor conditions and to assist trail users
2. Frequent waste disposal and cleanup of impacted areas
3. Frequent repair and removal of tagging on signs, benches, milepost markers, and other
trail features
The top three responses are consistent regardless of zip code, income, gender, or race and
ethnicity.
NUMBER
1 CHOICE
463

NUMBER
2 CHOICE
158

NUMBER
3 CHOICE
184

TOTAL
RESPONSES
805

Frequent waste disposal and cleanup of
impacted areas
Frequent repair and removal of tagging on signs,
benches, milepost markers, and other trail
features
Improve access for emergency fire, medical, and
police response

309

334

142

785

92

208

244

544

78

134

142

354

Publication, distribution, and promotion of key
contact information and guidance and tips on
how to use the trail safely
Other (please explain)
Total Respondents
No response

43

85

129

257

-

-

-

224
1,115
86

RESPONSE
Periodic staff or volunteer trail patrols to
monitor conditions and to assist trail users

Question 8 Comments
Over 220 respondents submitted comments to this question. The six most frequent themes and the
number of people who referenced them follows: (1) Address homelessness, 68; (2) Add more
emergency resources or information on the trail, 38; (3) Increase patrols on the trail, 31; (4) Increase
maintenance activities; (5) Do nothing, 19; (6) Add lighting, 15.

Question 9. How welcoming are the region's trails to people who experience barriers and
discrimination? Select best response for each.
Key Findings:
•
•
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A small share of respondents perceive that trails are less welcoming to the identities listed in the
question.
Accounting only for respondents who answered either ‘Hostile, Neutral, or Friendly’, trails are
perceived as the least friendly to people who are unhoused. This is followed by people with
disabilities, women, and people who are elderly.
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•

The results are inconclusive. A large share of people responded they ‘Don’t know/Not sure’.
Several respondents commented that they couldn’t speak on behalf of the people listed in the
question. Several respondents stated they didn’t understand the question.

RESPONSE
Youth
Women
People who are elderly
People of color
People who have a disability
People who are unhoused or
unsheltered
People who are LGBTQ
Other (please explain)
Total Respondents
No response

HOSTILE
26
81
66
24
55
78

NEUTRAL
201
373
287
197
247
175

FRIENDLY
406
371
345
287
231
212

10
-

179
-

262
-

DON'T
KNOW/
TOTAL
NOT SURE RESPONSES
464
1,097
277
1,102
405
1,103
591
1,099
561
1,094
628
1,093
1,079
131
1,125
76

628
-

Perceived Friendliness of the Region's Trails for the Following:
People who are LGBTQ
Youth
People of color
People who are elderly
Women
People who have a disability
People who are unhoused or unsheltered
0%

10%
Hostile

12

20%

30%

Neutral

40%
Friendly

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%
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Question 9 Comments
131 respondents shared comments. A sample of the comments follow.
“As a woman of color because it is easy to end up alone on the trail when the trail is not busy I definitely
find my self cautious as I approach lone males. I'm new to the area so don't have any running partners
(plus COVID concerns) and don't have a sense for the safety of different areas yet.”
“Hard for me to answer since I do not fall into any category above.”
“Not sure what you are looking for with this question.”
“There is a strong settler colonial narrative throughout the parks and trail system here, that history did
not begin until settlement. Part of feeling safe and welcome in the system is to see your cultural and
historical identity reflected equally with that story. Youth programs, BIPOC programs, alter-abled and
senior programs for increasing awareness, sense of safety and inclusion in the trail system would be of
value. These programs should be led by the diversity of people they would represent.”
“I am a white female and I don't feel comfortable at times on sections of the trails because of the
isolation. I cannot speak on behalf of identities that I don't identify with.”
“I have no idea what it is like to be in any of the shoes listed above so I'm not going to pretend. I like to
think the trails are open to everyone and a place where people can be free from labels and judgments,
but that doesn't mean it's true.“
“I would guess that people who are unhoused or unsheltered could feel not welcome with a lot of use of
the trail and people's general discomfort of people who are in that situation.”
“Some trail areas may be scary.”
“Trails are non-discriminatory as far as I can tell.”
“Unhoused people can cause problems due to littering, drug use and mental health problems.”

13
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What Types of Trail Investments should the Region Plan for?
Question 10. What types of trail investments should communities prioritize to make the trail
system work better for you? Rank each type as a high, medium, or low priority.
Key Findings:
•

•
•

Respondents top three priorities (based on a weighted average) are:
1. Maintain existing trail infrastructure
2. Expand trails within the Thurston region
3. Enhance trail-related infrastructure
The top three priorities were consistent regardless of income, gender, or race and ethnicity.
Instead of enhancing trail-related infrastructure as the third top priority, respondents with a
Lacey, Olympia, or Tumwater ZIP code wanted improved neighborhood access to trails.

RESPONSE
Maintain existing trail infrastructure. Repair or replace
damaged pavement, signs, trailheads, and lighting.
Manage litter, graffiti, and vegetation, etc.
Improve neighborhood access to trails. Improve
infrastructure or services to help people access the trails
such as bike lanes, sidewalks, transit stops and bus service,
or neighborhood pathways.
Expand trails within the Thurston Region. Plan for new
and future trails to communities not presently served by
the trail system.
Expand trails to neighboring counties. Connections to
trails (existing or planned) in Grays Harbor, Lewis, Mason,
and Pierce counties.
Enhance trail-related infrastructure. New trailheads,
parking, street crossing safety improvements, kiosks and
signs, restrooms, water fountains, lighting, bike racks,
signs to aid navigation, seating, etc.
Promote economic development. Activities, services, and
resources that encourage residents and visitors to use
trails and support businesses such as promotions, events,
and public/private partnerships.
Promote trail civility. Services and activities that foster
courteous uses of trails to minimize conflicts between trail
users and to safeguard infrastructure such as a trail
stewardship program.
Other (please explain)
Total Respondents
No response
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LOW MEDIUM
26
283

HIGH
791

TOTAL
RESPONSES
1,100

181

425

483

1,089

67

267

768

1,102

312

415

352

1,079

131

454

508

1,093

446

433

201

1,080

261

423

406

1,090

-

-

-

99
1,119
82
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Question 11. How do you rate the importance of each of the following types of trail related
infrastructure?
Key Findings:
•

•

Respondents indicated that the four most important trail-related infrastructure (based on a
weighted average) are:
1. Safer road crossings
2. Trailheads with vehicle parking
3. Signs and maps to help people find where they want to go, including distances
4. Toilets/ Restrooms
The four most important trail-related infrastructure pieces were consistent regardless of the
respondent’s ZIP code, income, gender, and race/ethnicity.
DON’T
NEED
138
46
70
39

NICE
TO HAVE
659
474
366
604

NEED
TO HAVE
249
567
630
455

Kiosks or interpretive signs with information
about trails or their surroundings

164

796

113

29

1,102

Drinking water
Toilets/ restrooms
Bike racks
Lighting
Places to sit
Scenic viewpoints
Other (please explain)

370
74
308
252
107
119
-

571
636
571
481
758
813
-

128
380
117
313
204
124
-

33
18
97
53
34
31
-

1,102
1,108
1,093
1,099
1,103
1,087
97
1,116
85

RESPONSE
Branding/naming the trail system with signs
Trailheads with vehicle parking
Safer road crossings
Signs and maps to help people find where
they want to go, including distances

No response

15

Total Respondents

NO
OPINION TOTAL
52 1,098
14 1,101
31 1,097
9 1,107
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What do you Value About Trails?
Question 12. What is the one thing you value most about trails in the Thurston region? Please
explain.
Key Findings:
934 people shared positive activities, appreciation, attitudes, attributes, and feelings for shared use
trails in their community. This graphic word cloud attempts to represent our community members’ most
frequently cited values.
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How do you Want to be Involved in Regional Trails Planning?
Question 13. How do you want to be involved in the planning of our regional trails system?
Check all that apply.
Key Findings:
•

•

Top three methods for people to be involved in planning:
1. Complete surveys
2. Keep me informed via email
3. I prefer to be informed through social media
540 people provided an email for future contact about trails planning

RESPONSE
Complete surveys
Keep me informed via email
I prefer to be informed through social media
Participate in online virtual meetings
Not interested
Participate as a workgroup stakeholder (online meetings)
Other (please explain)
No response
Note: respondents could choose more than one response.

Contact
For more information about the survey, contact:
Paul Brewster, Senior Planner
Email: brewstp@trpc.org
Phone: 360-741-2526
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Total Respondents

COUNT PERCENT
606
56%
517
48%
308
29%
161
15%
154
14%
144
13%
56
5%
1,077
100%
124 -
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Appendix A: Survey Form
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Thurston Regional Trails Planning Survey

We want to hear about your trail experiences! What should we include in the Thurston Region Trails Plan to map out a strategy to guide
trail system investments for the next decade and beyond?
The survey covers the following topics:
1. How do you use trails?
2. How safe and secure is the trail system?
3. What types of investments should the region plan for?
4. What do you value about trails?
5. How do you want to be involved in regional trail planning?
6. Tell us about yourself. Help us determine if we have reached a broad representation of our community.

Begin the Survey

Thurston Regional Trails Planning Survey

How do you use trails?
1. Have you ever used a trail in the Thurston region, and if so, who do you typically use it with? Select the
response that most closely matches your experience.
I have not used a trail in the Thurston region
I typically use trails alone
I typically use trails with friends
I typically use trails with family
Other or comments (please explain)

2. What are the primary reasons you now use or plan to use the region’s trails? Check all that apply.
Commute to work, school, or errands
Recreation/socialize/have-fun/spend time outdoors
Exercise
Other or comments (please explain)

A bicyclist on the Chehalis Western Trail in South Thurston County.

3. How do you typically get to and from the trail(s)?
Walk
Wheelchair or other personal mobility device
Bike
Bus
Car, truck, SUV, or motorcycle
Other or comments (please explain)

Trails support a variety of uses.

4. How do you generally use or plan to use trail(s)? Check all that apply.
Walk
Run/jog
Ride a bicycle, tricycle, or other type of bike using my own power
Ride an electric assist bicycle or tricycle
Use skates, skateboard, or a stand-kick scooter using my own power
Ride some form of electric powered skateboard, stand-kick scooter, or a self-balancing device
Use wheelchair under my own power or with assistance from someone else
Ride some form of electric powered wheelchair or sit-down scooter
Ride a horse
Other (please explain)

Thurston Region Trails – Countywide view (Interactive Map)

Thurston Region Trails - Lacey, Olympia, Tumwater view (Interactive Map)

5. What "gets in your way" of using the trail closest to your home? Check all that apply.
Nothing
Too far from my home
No safe or convenient route from my neighborhood to the trail
No safe route from the trail to my desired destinations (parks, schools, workplace, shopping, libraries, health care, etc.)
I can’t find information or resources to plan my routes
Not enough safe or convenient parking spaces
Lack of signs and maps on the trail to help me navigate
Lack of accommodation for people with disabilities or mobility issues
Other or comments (please explain)

Wayfinding signs help people find their way.

Thurston Regional Trails Planning Survey

How safe is the trail system?
6. Which of the following trail conditions have you experienced to be a cause for concern for your safety or
other people's safety? Check all that apply.
No concerns
Irregularities in trail or bridge surfaces such as bumps, cracks, or crumbling pavement
Hazardous trees/branches near or hanging over the trail
Surface debris such as broken glass/litter, fallen branches, loose gravel, vegetation too close to the trail, excess leaves during the
fall and winter
Unsafe trail crossing treatments/traffic control signs or pavement markings where trails cross the roads
Insufficient lighting at trailheads, trail intersections, or street crossings
Other trail users not following rules or using trails in an unsafe manner
Other or comments (please explain)

I-5 Bicycle Trail near Boulevard Road in the fall.

7. In terms of your personal safety and security, how confident do you feel using a trail? Choose best
response for each.
Fearless
Alone
With a companion(s)

Confident

A little
concerned

No way

Not sure

8. What activities would make you feel safer using a trail? Select top three.
1

2

3

Periodic staff or volunteer trail patrols to monitor conditions and to assist trail users
Frequent waste disposal and cleanup of impacted areas
Frequent repair and removal of tagging on signs, benches, milepost markers, and other trail
features
Publication, distribution, and promotion of key contact information and guidance and tips on
how to use the trail safely
Improve access for emergency fire, medical, and police response
Other (please explain)

9. How welcoming are the region's trails to people who experience barriers and discrimination? Select best
response for each.
Friendly
Youth
Women
People who are elderly
People of color
People who have a disability
People who are unhoused or unsheltered
People who are LGBTQ
Other (please explain)

Neutral

Hostile

Don't know/Not
sure
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What types of trail investments should the region plan
for?
10. What types of trail investments should communities prioritize to make the trail system work better for
you? Rank each type as a high, medium, or low priority.
High
Maintain existing trail infrastructure. Repair or replace damaged pavement,
signs, trailheads, and lighting. Manage litter, graffiti, and vegetation, etc.
Improve neighborhood access to trails. Improve infrastructure or services to
help people access the trails such as bike lanes, sidewalks, transit stops and
bus service, or neighborhood pathways.
Expand trails within the Thurston region. Plan for new and future trails to
communities not presently served by the trail system.
Expand trails to neighboring counties. Connections to trails (existing or
planned) in Grays Harbor, Lewis, Mason, and Pierce counties.
Enhance trail-related infrastructure. New trailheads, parking, street crossing
safety improvements, kiosks and signs, restrooms, water fountains, lighting,
bike racks, signs to aid navigation, seating, etc.
Promote Economic Development. Activities, services, and resources that
encourage residents and visitors to use trails and support businesses such as
promotions, events, and public/private partnerships.
Promote Trail Civility. Services and activities that foster courteous uses of
trails to minimize conflicts between trail users and to safeguard infrastructure
such as a trail stewardship program.
Other (please explain)

Medium

Low

A Thurston County Public Works staff member mowing the shoulders of the Chehalis Western Trail.

11. How do you rate the importance of each of the following types of trail related infrastructure?
Need to Have
Branding/Naming the trail system with signs
Trailheads with vehicle parking
Safer road crossings
Signs and maps to help people find where they
want to go, including distances
Kiosks or interpretive signs with information about
trails or their surroundings
Drinking water
Toilets/Restrooms
Bike racks
Lighting
Places to sit
Scenic viewpoints
Other (please explain)

Nice to Have

Don’t Need

No Opinion

A kiosk with a trail map near the State Capital.
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What do you value about trails?
12. What is the one thing you value most about trails in the Thurston region? Please explain.

Trail enthusiasts celebrating the completion of the Bridging the Gap project.

13. How do you want to be involved in the planning of our regional trails system? Check all that apply.
Not interested
Keep me informed via email
I prefer to be informed through social media
Participate in online virtual meetings
Complete surveys
Participate as a workgroup stakeholder (online meetings)
Other (please explain)

14. If you prefer to be informed via email, please provide your email address:
Email Address

Thurston Regional Trails Planning Survey

Demographics
Please share some information about yourself. Since we want to make our trail system work better for EVERYONE in the region, this will
help us determine if we have reached a broad representation of our community.

15. What is your age range?
0-14
15-24
25-39
40-54
55-69
70-84
85 or older

16. What gender do you identify as?
Female
Male
Non-binary
Prefer not to answer

17. What is your race/ethnicity? Check as many as apply.
Black/African American
American Indian & Alaska Native
Asian
Native Hawaiian & Pacific Islander
Hispanic or Latino
White
Other (please specify)

18. Do you have a disability that affects how you use trails?
Yes
No
Prefer not to answer

19. Which best describes the location of your primary residence?
I live in a city or town
I live in a Native American Tribal community
I live outside the boundaries of a city, town, or Tribal community

20. What is the zip code of your primary residence?
Zip code

21. What is the highest level of education you have completed or are currently enrolled in?
K-12
Trade school or training from the military
A two or four year college degree
Master's degree or higher
Prefer not to answer

22. What is your annual household income?
Less than $14,999
$15,000-$24,999
$25,000-$34,999
$35,000-$49,999
$50,000-$74,999
$75,000-$99,999
$100,000 or more
I don't know

