
MEMORANDUM 
 
 
TO:  Thurston Regional Planning Council  
 
FROM:  Holly Gilbert, Senior Planner 
 
DATE:  September 1, 2017 
 
SUBJECT: 2018 – 2021 Draft Regional Transportation Improvement Program (RTIP) 
 
 
PURPOSE  
 
Review and discuss the draft 2018 – 2021 Regional Transportation Improvement Program 
(RTIP), in preparation for adoption in October. 
 
Summary: 
• Thurston Regional Planning Council (TRPC) is responsible for developing an annual 

RTIP. 
• The RTIP is a four-year programming document derived from local six-year 

Transportation Improvement Programs (TIP). 
• The RTIP includes federally-funded, state-sponsored and regionally significant projects.  

It is prepared annually to provide a list of funding secured projects (Tables 3 & 4), 
identify other secured and proposed transportation projects for the same period 
(Appendix A), and demonstrate air quality conformity (Appendix D). 

• Table 3, a summary table of the funding secured projects that must be programmed into 
the RTIP and State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP), is attached.   

• Printed copies of the complete text will be available at TRPC’s September meeting or 
may be picked up in advance of the meeting at the TRPC office.  
The complete text is also available online: 
www.trpc.org/306/Regional-Transportation-Improvement-Prog 

• The draft RTIP will undergo public review.  The Transportation Policy Board’s (TPB) 
recommendation and comments, with any public comments received, will be included in 
the staff report for TRPC at the October meeting. 

 
REQUESTED ACTION 
 
Review and discuss the draft 2018-2021 RTIP. This item will be brought to TRPC for action in 
October. 
 
Attachment 

Program  
Area 

Mission  
Statement 

X MPO/RTPO A 
 Core Services  
 Contract Services  
 Grant Services  
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BACKGROUND 
 
What is an RTIP? 
The Regional Transportation Improvement Program (RTIP) is prepared annually by TRPC, in cooperation with 
local jurisdictions and the Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) to meet state and federal 
requirements.  In turn, the RTIP is used by the state to prepare the State Transportation Improvement Program 
(STIP). 
 
The RTIP is a four-year programming document derived from the comprehensive six-year Transportation 
Improvement Programs (TIPs) that each local agency develops and adopts annually. In these local TIPs, each 
agency establishes its own priorities, conducts its own public review, and adopts its own locally developed project 
list before submitting that six-year list to TRPC.  The RTIP that TRPC prepares is only required to include projects 
from the first four years of those local TIPs. 
 
The RTIP serves these main purposes: 

1) It identifies a list of transportation projects that will be forwarded to the state for inclusion in the STIP.  
For federally funded projects, even if project funding has been awarded, it is not available to 
jurisdictions and agencies until the project is included in the STIP. To be included in the STIP, projects 
must be programmed for funding (funding-secured) in local Transportation Improvement Plans (TIPs) in 
the four-year period for both urban and rural areas and meet one or more of the following criteria:  

a. Have federal funding 
b. Be WSDOT projects  
c. Be regionally significant, regardless of funding source  

2) It demonstrates financial constraint for the projects referenced above. 
3) It demonstrates consistency with RCW 36.70A, Section 70 of the Washington State Growth 

Management Act (GMA) requiring transportation planning to be coordinated and consistent with local 
comprehensive plans. 

4) It demonstrates that regionally significant projects programmed for funding during the time period will 
not cause or contribute to any new violation of the federal air quality standards for particulate matter of 
10 microns or less (PM10), will not increase the frequency or severity of any existing violation of the 
standards, nor delay timely attainment of the standards.  

5) It identifies other programmed and planned transportation projects adopted in local six-year TIPs. 
 
Projects in the RTIP are presented in three phases, preliminary engineering and design (PE), right-of-way 
acquisition (RW), and construction (CN).  Project phases included in each year’s updated RTIP may vary as 
phases secure funding or are obligated.   
 
Relating the RTIP to the Regional Transportation Plan 
The RTIP is a short range implementation program of the priorities identified in the longer view of the 2040 
Regional Transportation Plan (RTP), adopted by TRPC in July 2016.  It consolidates the next four years of 
transportation projects into a form convenient to review for consistency with the region-wide goals, policies and 
priorities articulated in the RTP. 
 
The RTIP projects were reviewed for consistency with the RTP.  While all the RTIP projects were found consistent 
with the 2040 Regional Transportation Plan, those which are “regionally significant” are individually identified in 
the RTP.  These are major projects that influence travel patterns and traffic flows over large areas.   
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Though dubbed “regionally significant,” these are only part of the important transportation investments made in 
the region, as the RTIP shows.  Projects like pavement preservation, system safety, intersection efficiency, 
sidewalk infill, on-street bike lanes, and shoulder upgrades – all found listed individually in the RTIP – are 
essential to the safe and efficient functioning of the transportation system, and are consistent with the priorities 
expressed in the RTP.  The complete list of projects provided in the RTIP, while consistent with the RTP, provides 
reviewers with a more specific picture than provided in the RTP, of the investments being made in the region’s 
transportation system. 
 
Public Comment 
While agencies held public hearings earlier this year on the Local TIPs, public review and comment on the draft 
RTIP is also encouraged.  Notices regarding the draft RTIP’s availability for comment will be published in The 
Olympian and posted on the TRPC website. 
 
The draft RTIP will be sent to Transportation Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) members for their review and 
to staff at the following agencies: 

• WSDOT 
• Federal Highways Administration 
• Federal Transit Administration 
• WA State Department of Ecology 
• US Environmental Projection Agency 
• Puget Sound Regional Council 

• Pierce County

Mason County 
• Grays Harbor County 
• Lewis County 
• Olympic Region Clean Air Agency 
• Nisqually Tribe 
• Confederated Tribes of the Chehalis Reservation 
• Squaxin Tribe 

 
All comments received during the public comment period will be included in the staff report to TRPC for your 
consideration when taking action in October.  In addition, any project specific comment will be forwarded to the 
respective agency. 
 
The draft RTIP will also be reviewed by the State’s Air Quality Consultation Group, comprised of representatives 
from the Washington State Departments of Ecology and Transportation, the US Environmental Protection 
Agency, and the Federal Highways and Transit Administrations.  They will review the proposed conformity status 
for the RTIP.  You will be notified of any substantive changes to the conformity findings based on this review. 
 
The Transportation Policy Board will review the draft RTIP at their September meeting.  Their recommendation 
will also be provided in the staff report to TRPC for consideration when taking action in October. 
 
Table 3 from the RTIP is a summary table of the funding secured projects and is enclosed with this staff report.  
The complete text is available online.  Printed copies of the complete text will be available at TRPC’s September 
meeting or may be picked up in advance of the meeting at the TRPC office. 
 
 
13:ss 
 
Attachment 
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