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BACKGROUND 
 
Thurston Regional Planning Council periodically reviews and takes action on local agency requests to transfer 
federal funding between projects that TRPC has previously awarded funding to. Such requests are often made to 
consolidate federal funding on projects of a greater scope in order to meet project phase schedules or 
compensate for unforeseen costs in right-of-way acquisition, environmental issues, or construction. 
 
The Rich Road Upgrade is Thurston County’s highest priority project. It is also a large project that will help fulfill 
the region’s 2017 obligation authority. All design, environmental permitting, and right-of-way acquisition is 
complete. Additional funding is necessary to offset additional costs for a railroad crossing and easements that the 
county has negotiated with BNSF Railway. Thurston County submitted a letter to TRPC requesting that $425,000 
in additional STP funding, award by TRPC to Thurston County from the projects shown below, be transferred to 
the Rich Road Upgrade Project: 

1.  Maytown Road SW, Littlerock Road SW to SR 121 ($175,000); and 
2. Yelm Highway and Meridian Road Intersection ($250,000)  

 
Thurston County has made steady progress on the Rich Road Project. In 2011, the county obligated $173,000 for 
design and engineering. In 2014, $300,000 was obligated for right-of-way. This fall, Thurston County is expected 
to submit a proposal during TRPC’s federal funding call for projects to seek additional funding to be used toward 
the construction phase. The transferred funds plus the additional new revenue will fully fund the construction 
phase of the project and allow the county to advertise it for construction in early 2017. 
 
TRPC will review Thurston County’s federal funding transfer request in September and take action in October. 
Prior to the Council’s approval, the funding transfer request will be posted for public comment in September. All 
public comments received will be presented to TRPC in October. 
 
Thurston County’s Yelm Highway and Meridian Road Intersection Project and the Maytown Road Project remain 
priorities for the county. Work continues on the design phases for these projects and the county will seek other 
funding sources to construct these projects.  
 
TRPC and county staff will be on hand during this agenda item to present the funding transfer request and answer 
questions. 
 






