
Thurston County Farmland Inventory
TRPC’s 2014 Farmland Inventory identified over 50,000 acres of farmland in Thurston County. This 
represents a 5,000 acres decline from 2000. The following photos compare the TRPC inventory to 
similar projects, and shows examples of farmland conversion.

In 2010, approximately 55,700 acres of farmland were identified in the farm land 
inventory.  This is comparable to the approximately 68,200 acres identified by the South 
of the Sound Community Farm Land Trust’s 2009 Thurston County Farmland Inventory. 
The main differences between the two inventories is the South of the Sound inventory 
includes additional forest lands. 

TRPC farm land inventory (left photo - yellow)  
South of the Sound farmland inventory (right photo - blue) 

Example of difference between TRPC and South of the Sound Farmland Inventories

http://www.communityfarmlandtrust.org/
http://www.communityfarmlandtrust.org/


 The property in these photos was 
removed from the farmland 
inventory between 2000 and 2005 
when it was purchased by a 
development corporation.  It is 
currently part of the Tahoma Terra 
subdivision in Yelm.

2000 top photo.   
2010 bottom photo.

Examples of Change in Farm Land Inventory



This property was removed from the farmland 
inventory between 2000 and 2005, and 
subsequently developed as part of the McAllister 
Park subdivision.  

2000 top photo.   
2012 bottom photo.



The Field of Dreams subdivision was developed between 2000 and 2005, converting 
a portion of the farmland. The farm was not enrolled in the Open Space Tax Program 
between 2000 and 2014.

2000 top photo.   
2012 bottom photo.



This potential farmland in 
the Rochester area was 
converted to a residential 
subdivision between 2000 
and 2005.  The residential 
lots area is around three 
quarters of an acre in size.

2000 top photo.  
2012 bottom photo.



This property within the Olympia urban growth area, has been purchased by the 
Olympia School District and therefore removed from the farmland inventory.  It is 
adjacent to Centennial Elementary school.



This 20 acre farm was removed from the farmland inventory as it was developed into 
rural residential lots (incrementally between 2000 and 2014).

2000 top photo.   
2012 bottom photo.



This farm was enrolled in the 
Open Space Tax Program in 2000. 
Incrementally between 2000 and 
2010, about half of the farm was 
divided into five-acre lots that were 
developed subsequently. The farm 
portion is still enrolled in the open 
space tax program and included in 
the farmland inventory.  The zoning 
is RRR 1/5.

2000 top photo.   
2012 bottom photo.



The partially-developed property in the middle of the photos was enrolled in the Open 
Space Tax Program as Agriculture in 2000. By 2005, the property had been removed 
from the tax program, and was subsequently split into five-acre residential lots, most 
of which have been developed. The zoning is MGSA.


