
April 17, 2015 
 
 
 
Mr. Doug Peters  
Watershed Planner, Growth Management Services  
Local Government & Infrastructure Division  
Washington State Department of Commerce  
1011 Plum Street SE, Olympia, WA. 98504  
 
 
Dear Mr. Peters: 
 
Thurston Regional Planning Council is pleased to submit a grant proposal for a Watershed-
based Approach to Climate Change Resiliency for the Built and Natural Environment amid 
Thurston County’s Puget Sound Watersheds. 

 
Thurston Regional Planning Council (TRPC) will serve as coordinator and facilitator of this 
project, which will bring together many local jurisdictions, nonprofits, and other stakeholders to 
develop a Climate Adaptation Plan using a watershed-based approach for Thurston County’s 
Puget Sound watersheds.   
 
The plan will identify clear adaptation strategies to address climate change vulnerabilities and 
risks to the natural and built environments. The strategies will be integrated into Thurston 
County’s Comprehensive Plan update process and help inform other local planning efforts, 
including the shoreline master program and hazards mitigation plan. This project is also an 
essential element of implementing the region’s recently adopted Sustainable Thurston plan — 
built from three years of community visioning. 
 
The issues facing our region are best solved by collaborative planning involving a wide range of 
stakeholders.  With a long history of joint planning and critical partnerships already in place, the 
Thurston Region is ideally situated to tackle the challenge of developing a climate adaptation 
strategy for the Thurston County’s Puget Sound watersheds. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Lon D. Wyrick 
Executive Director 





 

 

Lon Wyrick, Executive Director 
Thurston Regional Planning Council 
2424 Heritage Ct. S.W. Suite A 
Olympia, WA 98502 
 
 
Dear Mr. Wyrick, 
 
The Earth Economics is pleased to be a partner in the development of a Watershed-based 
Approach to Climate Change Resiliency for the Built and Natural Environment amid Thurston 
County’s Puget Sound Watersheds. 

We support the Thurston Regional Planning Council (TRPC) serving as coordinator and 
facilitator of this project, which will bring together many local jurisdictions, nonprofits, and 
other stakeholders to develop adaptive approaches to making land use decisions based on 
climate change vulnerabilities to the natural and built environments (land use, infrastructure, 
and natural resources).   

We anticipate that the results of this project will help inform land use and development 
regulation updates in Thurston County, and better inform the region’s hazard mitigation 
planning.  This project is also an essential element of implementing the region’s recently 
adopted Sustainable Thurston plan — built from three years of community visioning. 

Earth Economics will support the project by developing return on investment estimates for 
select strategies identified by stakeholders during the process of developing a climate 
adaptation plan (as the funding level identified in the grant proposal allows).   Earth Economics 
provides robust, science-based, ecologically sound economic analysis, policy 
recommendations and tools to positively transform regional, national and international 
economics, and asset accounting systems. 
 
The issues facing our region are best solved by collaborative planning involving a wide range of 
stakeholders.  With a long history of joint planning and critical partnerships already in place, the 
Thurston Region is ideally situated to tackle the challenge of developing a climate adaptation 
strategy for the Thurston County’s Puget Sound watersheds. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 

Dave Batker,  

Executive Director 



 
April 20, 2015 
 
Lon Wyrick, Executive Director 
Thurston Regional Planning Council 
2424 Heritage Ct. S.W. Suite A 
Olympia, WA 98502 
 
Dear Mr. Wyrick: 
 
The Nisqually River Council is pleased to be a partner in the development of a 
Watershed-based Approach to Climate Change Resiliency for the Built and Natural 
Environment amid Thurston County’s Puget Sound Watersheds. 
We support the Thurston Regional Planning Council (TRPC) serving as coordinator 
and facilitator of this project, which will bring together many local jurisdictions, 
nonprofits, and other stakeholders to develop adaptive approaches to making land use 
decisions based on climate change vulnerabilities to the natural and built environments 
(land use, infrastructure, and natural resources).   
The project will leverage the investment the Nisqually River Council (NRC) has made 
in developing “Forest and Water Climate Adaptation – A Plan for the Nisqually 
Watershed” by expanding topics explored to include infrastructure and agriculture, as 
well as support efforts in the adjacent Deschutes watershed. 
We will support the project by sharing materials and resources gathered during our 
planning effort and will attend stakeholder meetings. The NRC will also coordinate 
with TRPC throughout the planning process.  

We anticipate that the results of this project will help inform land use and development 
regulation updates in Thurston County and the region’s hazard mitigation planning.  
This project is also an essential element of implementing the region’s recently adopted 
Sustainable Thurston plan — built from three years of community visioning. 

The issues facing our region are best solved by collaborative planning involving a wide 
range of stakeholders. With a long history of joint planning and critical partnerships 
already in place, the Thurston Region is ideally situated to tackle the challenge of 
developing a climate adaptation strategy for the Thurston County’s Puget Sound 
watersheds. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 

David A. Troutt 
Chair 

Nisqually River Council 
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April 8, 2015 
 
 
Lon Wyrick, Executive Director 
Thurston Regional Planning Council 
2424 Heritage Court SW, Suite A 
Olympia, WA  98502 
 
Dear Mr. Wyrick: 
 
The City of Tumwater is pleased to be a partner in the development of a Watershed-based 
Approach to Climate Change Resiliency for the Built and Natural Environment 
amid Thurston County’s Puget Sound Watersheds. 
 
We support the Thurston Regional Planning Council (TRPC) serving as coordinator and 
facilitator of this project, which will bring together many local jurisdictions, nonprofits, and 
other stakeholders to develop adaptive approaches to making land use decisions based on 
climate change vulnerabilities to the natural and built environments (land use, infrastructure, 
and natural resources).   
 
We anticipate that the results of this project will help inform land use and development 
regulation updates in Thurston County, and better inform the region’s hazard mitigation 
planning. This project is also an essential element of implementing the region’s recently 
adopted Sustainable Thurston plan — built from three years of community visioning. 
 
The City of Tumwater will actively participate in this project by attending stakeholder 
meetings as a Climate Adaptation Plan is developed, and utilize the information learned 
during the process in updates of Tumwater’s planning efforts, as appropriate. 
 
The issues facing our region are best solved by collaborative planning involving a wide range 
of stakeholders. With a long history of joint planning and critical partnerships already in 
place, the Thurston Region is ideally situated to tackle the challenge of developing a climate 
adaptation strategy for Thurston County’s Puget Sound watersheds. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 

Pete Kmet 
Mayor 

www.ci.tumwater.wa.us 
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