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In the last Commute Trip Reduction survey period (2009), JBLM reported a 

drive-alone commuting rate of 87%.  Due to geographic constraints and a 

lack of alternative corridors, 80% of JBLM traffic funnels onto Interstate 5.  

Elsewhere in the Puget Sound region, freeways enjoy structural 

improvements to manage demand, including high-occupancy vehicle 

(HOV) lanes on I-5 in King County, express lanes on I-5 and I-90 in Seattle, 

and high-occupancy toll (HOT) lanes on SR 167 in SE King County.  By 

contrast, I-5 through JBLM is a relatively unimproved interstate corridor 

unable to accommodate additional demand.  With only general-purpose 

lanes available, single-occupant vehicles continue to enjoy equal privilege 

with carpools/vanpools/transit, directly incentivizing driving alone despite 

high levels of congestion.  The fastest growth in new housing stock is 

occurring in eastern Thurston County, forcing a large proportion of new 

residents to travel the narrowest portion of the I-5 corridor. Fully 25-30% 

of travel demand to JBLM emanates from I-5 through the Nisqually River 

Delta.  Congestion from the north and east is similarly severe, 

exacerbated by a multiyear project to rebuild the I-5/SR16 interchange.  

Compared to Thurston County, the availability of alternative corridors in 

Pierce County mitigates congestion somewhat (including DuPont-

Steilacoom Road, SR 512, SR 16, and SR7). 

Military commutes differ substantially from traditional patterns.  In 

addition to gate security requirements that slow all entry to the 

installation, active-duty soldiers make as many as six commute trips per 

day. They commute to physical training (PT), return home, return for duty, 

drive off-base for lunch, return to duty, and finally return home. Morning, 

mid-day, and afternoon peak hours are thus longer and more bi-

directional than would otherwise be expected. Managing this distributed 

demand is very difficult.  
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