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Understanding Walkability 
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Walkability: 
How comfortable an area is for walking



• Streets
• Intersections
• ADA Compliance

Accessibility: The degree to which the built 
environment allows and encourages all users



Understanding Streets
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What Is vs. What Could Be…

Which street moves more vehicles per day?



• Sidewalks
• Bike Lanes
• Vehicle Travel Lanes
• Driveways
• Parking 

The Parts of a Street 
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Travel Lanes



Ranges for Lane Widths

Type of 
Roadway

Rural Urban
US (feet) Metric 

(meters) US (feet) Metric 
(meters)

Freeway 12 3.6 12 3.6

Ramps (1‐lane) 12‐30 3.6‐9.2 12‐30 3.6‐9.2

Arterial 11‐12 3.3‐3.6 10‐12 3.0‐3.6

Collector 10‐12 3.0‐3.6 10‐12 3.0‐3.6

Local 9‐12 2.7‐3.6 9‐12 2.7‐3.6



Complete Streets are 
streets for everyone. 
They are designed 
and operated to 
enable safe access 
for all users. 
Pedestrians, bicyclists, 
motorists and transit 
riders of all ages and 
abilities must be able 
to safely move along 
and across a 
complete street.

Why Complete Streets Matter



Example of a Complete Street 
La Jolla Boulevard, San Diego, CA
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Example of a Complete Street 
US 62, Hamburg, NY
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