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Demographic Trends
Thurston Regional Planning Council’s (TRPC’s) latest population forecast shows that an additional 
140,000 people are expected to move to Thurston County by 2040.  Population growth occurs 
both due to natural increase (births minus deaths) and net migration (or the difference between 
people moving to the county minus those moving out). In general, migration into Thurston County 
is higher than that of Washington State – perhaps reflecting the high quality of life and stable 
economy.

A comparison of growth by age group gives an indication of how planning needs are changing. 
Between 1980 and 2010 we saw strong growth in the 45-59 age group – an age group that typically 
sought out single-family homes in the suburbs. In the next 30 years, this particular age group will 
be a smaller portion of the market – with the younger age group (Millenium/Baby Boom Echo 
Generation) and older age groups (Baby Boom) driving the housing market.  These age groups 
tend to seek out smaller, more accessible housing in neighborhoods with greater activity and 
accessibility.

Changes in demographics are expected to change the housing demand in the 
next 30 years.

Demographic Differences between the Past and Future 30-year Planning Periods
Thurston County, Washington

Sources: Thurston Regional Planning Council, 2012.
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Age Cohort Graphs Show the Effect of the “Baby Boom” Generation on Demographics in  
Thurston County
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Age Cohort Graphs Show the Effect of the “Baby Boom” Generation on Demographics in  
Thurston County Continued
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