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Homeownership is traditionally higher in Thurston County than the National 
Average. Homeownership in Thurston County is following national trends, and is 

showing a slight decline with the recession.
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Home Ownership
Homeownership rates reached their highest 
level across the United States in the mid-
2000s as home mortgages were available to 
an increasing amount of people due to low 
down payment requirements.

This trend began to reverse in 2004-2005 as 
a result of the national recession. As housing 
values dropped and interest rates rose, many 
home owners could not afford their mortgage 
payments - leading to higher levels of 
foreclosure.

With down payment requirements back to 
pre-2000 levels, home ownership may revert 
to levels similar to those in the 1970s, 80s, 
and 90s.

Thurston County
Home ownership rates have typically remained 
in the 69 percent range since 2005 in Thurston 
County, higher than the national average.

Locally
Home ownership information is also available 
for each city and town in Thurston County, and 
ranges from  51-57 percent in Olympia, Lacey, Tumwater, and Yelm - the most urban cities in 
the region - to around 80 percent in Rainier and the the unincorporated County, which have a 
small town and rural nature respectively.

Homeownership

Sources:
United States: Current population Survey/Housing Vacancy 
Survey, Series H-111 Reports.
Thurston County Census 1990,2010, and ACS 2005-2011.
U.S. Bureau of the Census.
Nationally, home ownership rates are availabe every year. In 
Thurston County, the information is available from the Census 
American Community Survey beginning in 2005, however 
the margin of error in the small sample size makes yearly 
comparisons difficult therefore the five year average was used.



Housing Type
Some of the geographic differences in home ownership can be explained by the type of housing stock available 
in each area of the County. Single-family housing is generally 78 percent owner occupied, while multifamily 
housing is only 11 percent owner occupied - mainly townhomes and condominiums. In general, there is much 
more multifamily housing in the cities of Lacey, Olympia, and Tumwater (32-42 percent) compared to the 
remainder of the County.

Why are these trends important to understand?
Demographic trends like those highlighted in this brief are important to understand for planning and forecasting 
purposes. Population and employment forecasts have been developed by the Thurston Regional Planning Council 
since the 1960s. They are used for transportation, sweer, water, land use, school, and other local governmental 
planning purposes. They are also used by the private sector for business planning.

Housing Ownership by Structure Type, Thurston County 
2007-2011 5-Year Estimate
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Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census - 2007-2011 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimate. 



Housing Ownership by Jurisdiction 
2007-2011 5-Year Estimate

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census - 2007-2011 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimate.
1Thurston County includes unincorporated and incorporated Thurston County. 
2Data is for the reservation as a whole, including those portions outside Thurston County. 

Housing Type by Jurisdiction 
2007-2011 5-Year Estimate

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census - 2007-2011 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimate.
1Thurston County includes unincorporated and incorporated Thurston County. 
2Data is for the reservation as a whole, including those portions outside Thurston County. 
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