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Trail, giving are blessings
THE OLYMPIAN  
 

Thumbs up: Haiti response

The local response to the devastating Jan. 12 earthquake in Haiti has been amazing. Students in South 
Sound schools have stepped up, holding fundraising events and collecting donations to assist the 
Haitians – many of whom are left homeless and starving by the 7.0 magnitude quake. While initial 
international efforts were directed at rescuing those trapped in the rubble, especially in Port-au-Prince, 
efforts now are aimed at recovering bodies and ensuring that survivors have shelter and food. South 
Sound very much has been a part of the relief effort – mainly through schools and religious 
institutions. Bush Middle School seventh-grader Kaylee Towers, 13, is typical of the young people 
here who have made personal sacrifices to help those in need. She has been saving her Christmas 
money and other gifts to buy a car when she’s old enough to drive. But recently, she gave $150 of the 
$200 in her savings account to Doctors Without Borders as part of her class’s efforts to raise money 
for relief efforts in the earthquake-stricken country. “I figured out that I didn’t need a car if some 
people were without homes,” Towers said. She is wise beyond her years. While many school 
fundraising efforts have involved passing a donation jar around homerooms and at school events, 
some schools are raising money in other ways: Marshall Middle School has planned a read-athon to 
benefit Doctors Without Borders. Leaders at Olympia High School have been selling T-shirts to 
benefit charities. Peter G. Schmidt Elementary’s leadership class will sell heart-shaped candy as a 
benefit. Lydia Hawk Elementary’s pancake breakfast today will benefit the Lydia Hawk Haiti Relief 
Fund. Money raised there will be donated to the American Red Cross. Olympic View Elementary 
students spontaneously donated money they brought for their weekly ice cream sales for Haiti relief. 
It’s impossible to list all the good deeds, but it is safe to say that the kind and generous hearts of 
Thurston County residents are very much on display.

Thumbs down: Sen. Roach

Citing “hostile behavior,” state Senate Republicans have kicked Sen. Pam Roach out of their closed-
door caucus meetings, in effect banishing her from the GOP tribe. If this was the first dust-up for the 
Republican senator from Auburn, the banishment might seem harsh. But this is the fifth disciplinary 
action by the Senate against Roach for her treatment of staff members, according to documents 
associated with the internal investigations. While Sen. Tim Sheldon, D-Potlatch, is viewed as a 
maverick who often breaks ranks with this Democratic colleagues to vote in his conservative district, 
Roach’s problems have not stemmed from her politics, but her conduct. She had been barred from 
direct contact with caucus staff members since 2008 as a result of one incident. In 2003, she was 
reprimanded and was asked to seek counseling after staffers accused her of illegally obtaining 
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